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THE STATE OF OUR CHILDREN

The Successes of Children’s Health
Insurance in West Virginia and the
Challenges that Lie Ahead
West Virginia has made extraordinary gains in extending health insurance coverage to
children especially through Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
and also through the new health insurance marketplace.
In 2016, close to 98 percent of West Virginia’s children under the age of 18 had health
insurance coverage. This is good news for a state otherwise experiencing large and
persistent health and economic disparities. We explore why West Virginia has been so
successful in getting children covered and challenges that lie ahead in continuing this
success, which is not at all guaranteed.
A publication of
West Virginia KIDS COUNT

West Virginia KIDS COUNT
provides the most trusted data
about the well-being of children
and builds alliances to advocate
for what kids need across the
Mountain State. We provide state
legislators, public officials and
child advocates with reliable data,
policy recommendations and
tools needed to advance sound
policies that benefit West Virginia’s
children and families. We are a part
of a national KIDS COUNT network
through the support of the Annie
E. Casey Foundation.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT & COMMITMENT
West Virginia has
a strong network
of committed
health-focused
groups and
organizations
that provide
policy analysis,
consumer
guidance, and
commentary
on children’s
health policy
developments
occurring locally
or nationally.

A sense of shared commitment and an
ongoing exchange of ideas has been vital
to West Virginia’s successes in covering
children with health insurance
The rich, dynamic and sometimes

West Virginia has a strong network

contentious relationship among

of committed health-focused groups

stakeholders committed to improving

and organizations that provide policy

health care coverage in West Virginia

analysis, consumer guidance, and

through advocacy, data, and better

commentary on children’s health policy

resources enlarge the state’s capacity to

developments occurring locally or

extend and improve health insurance and

nationally.

care.
A good example of the exchange of
ideas and sense of shared commitment
to health care coverage and access can
3 See “Rockefeller, Burwell to Keynote WVU

be found in two statewide conferences

Children’s Health Policy Summit,” WVU Today

held in fall 2017. One conference, held

(August 17, 2017). https://wvutoday.wvu.edu/
stories/2017/08/17/rockefeller-burwell-to-

in Morgantown, was sponsored by West

keynote-wvu-children-s-health-policy-summit

Virginia University.3 The other, held in
South Charleston, was sponsored by
the West Virginia Medicaid Coalition.
Both brought together policymakers,
public officials, experts, and advocates
to discuss progress made and challenges
for the future.

SUPPORT US
If you would like to help us make
West Virginia a great place to be a
kid, for all kids, please DONATE to
support our mission by making an
online donation at:
www.wvkidscount.org/donate
or mailing a check to
WV KIDS COUNT
One United Way Square,
Charleston, WV 25301.
WV KIDS COUNT is a nonprofit
organization that exists because of funding
provided by donors like you. Please make
your tax deductible contribution today.

2
KC-PARENTS-GUIDE-PRESS-READY.indd 2

4/9/18 10:33 AM

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT & COMMITMENT
LONG-TERM SUPPORT
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Virginia University.3 The other, held in
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the West Virginia Medicaid Coalition.
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that followed the implementation of the

advocacy groups, health care providers,
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Contact Us

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD

Successes so far can only be sustained
by meeting underlying challenges of
access to care and the cost of improving
health services
While the well-being of West Virginia

hospitals offering child-birth services

If you have any questions or
would like more information
about our organization, you
can email us at:
tricia@wvkidscount.org
or communicate through
other options below.
One United Way Square
Charleston, WV 25301

children has improved in recent years,

and practicing OB/GYNs has been

there is still far to go.6 Major challenges

decreasing in West Virginia.9 Others

remain. These are most vividly seen in

have noted the lack of access to

the state’s rural counties. The state’s

behavioral health and other critical

strained economic condition, cutbacks

services in the state.10 Across the

in the state’s budget, and the overall

nation, children with Medicaid and

poor health profile of its citizens cannot

CHIP coverage face challenges finding

be overlooked in contemplating the

providers that accept their insurance,
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challenges ahead.7

particularly with regard to specialty
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Improving the Health of Infants
and Mothers
Between 2008-2014, infant mortality
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6 West Virginia KIDS COUNT Data Book
content/uploads/2017/09/KIDS-COUNT7 See Kathleen Gifford, Eileen Harris, Aimee
Lashbrook, Alison, Valentine, Elizabeth
Hinton, and Larisa Antonisse, “Putting
Medicaid in the Larger Budget Context:

Improving Access to Care:
Affordability

An In-Depth Look at Three States in FY
2017 and FY 2018. Issue Brief, Kaiser Family
Foundation (October 2017). https://www.kff.
org/medicaid/issue-brief/putting-medicaid-
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While the vast majority of West

per 1,000 live births as compared to

Virginia’s children have insurance

a national rate of 6.1 infant deaths per

coverage, many families in the

for Health Services Research, and the

1,000 live births. Numbers were worse

individual or group markets still

a Culture of Health in Appalachia: Disparities

in rural counties. Moreover, between

struggle to access care because of
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overlook that continued and increasing
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health care costs continue to be of
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concern.

Herald (August 18, 2017) available on line at

percent.8
Improving Access to Care:
Providers
There is a shortage of health care

The future of Medicaid finances
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future, Medicaid budget woes may
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force cost-cutting and saving measures.
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counties. This is especially pronounced

10 percent of expansion costs in 2020
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with OB/GYN care. As the West

and beyond. While still a generous

Children’s Difficulties in Obtaining Medical
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Care,” Issue Brief (June 2016). https://www.

others have pointed out, the number of
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macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/
care.pdf

4
KC-PARENTS-GUIDE-PRESS-READY.indd 4

4/9/18 10:33 AM

